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Introduction

This planner lists required course content for students enrolled in the doctoral degree program. The content is based on the American Psychological Association’s Commission on Accreditation Implementing Regulations, as well as our specific program’s goals and the College of Education. The two major foci of the Implementing Regulations pertain to Discipline-Specific Knowledge and Profession-Wide Competences in Health Service Psychology.
The total minimum of hours required for students enrolled in the doctoral program is 96 hours. Additionally, students must complete at least 64 hours beyond the master's degree including:
· A minimum of 12 hours of 500-level education.

· A minimum of 32 hours of coursework in the major subjects.
· At least 4 hours, but no more than 20 hours of dissertation research (599) credit.
· No more than 12 hours of independent study (595) credit.
· A minimum of 16-20 hours, depending on area of methodology focus, in research coursework. The student should submit a plan of study, approved by the advisor, for completion of the Research Area Requirement.
As students plan out their course schedule, it will be useful to keep these points in mind:

· Students are admitted to the doctoral program after having completed a bachelor’s degree or a master’s degree in counseling or related field.
· Students are required to maintain a minimum cumulative graduate GPA of 3.00.
· Students entering with a master’s degree who wish to waive a required course, must petition to do so by filling out the College of Education Exception Request. 
· Students entering with a master’s degree, which had a clinical internship component, do not enroll in EPSY 520 A, Beginning Practicum. They enroll in EPSY 520 B, Advanced Practicum.
· Students entering with a master’s degree, which had a clinical internship component, must still obtain sufficient hours of practicum experience while enrolled in this doctoral program. 
· The master’s degree is not a terminal degree and does not lead to licensure to practice at the master’s level. It is awarded on the way to the doctoral degree.
· Although a general sequence of courses is recommended, the sequence is not required. At the end of this document, there is a suggested schedule for the first two years.
· Some courses are offered once a year, every other year, or in the summer. 
· Students choose a research track, as required by the College of Education. Typically, students in Counseling Psychology choose quantitative, qualitative, or mixed method. All Counseling Psychology doctoral students, regardless of research track, must take EPSY 550, as well as EPSY 580, and EPSY 581 or PSYC 506 and PSCY 507.
· Students who choose the Qualitative or Mixed Method research track end up taking five courses due to the basic stats requirement EPSY 480 and EPSY 481, the introduction to qualitative methods, and the requirement for two advanced analysis courses. However, it is not unusual for students in the quantitative track to take additional advanced quantitative courses.
· Meet with your advisor regularly to review your progress. 
· Students entering fall 2025 must enroll and attend EPSY 590 BH for years 1-4 in the program. 
MASTER’S REQUIREMENTS
Core, psychological foundations, and practicum courses
	Course Requirements
	Semester/Year
	(

	EPSY 405 -- Personality & Social Development
	
	

	EPSY 407 – Adult Learning and development
	
	

	EPSY 419 – Professional Skill Development Workshop in Counseling & Psychotherapy (Counseling Pre-Practicum) (4 hrs)
	
	

	EPSY 420 – Theories of Psychotherapy (4 hrs)

(or exposure to this material by serving as a Teaching Assistant for EPSY 420)
	
	

	EPSY 430 – Early Adolescent Development
Encouraged but not required
	
	

	EPSY 510 – ProSem in Counseling Psychology & Ethics (4 hrs)
	
	

	EPSY 511 – Vocational Psychology Theories & Assessment (4 hrs) 

(or exposure to this material by serving as a Teaching Assistant for EPSY 220)
	
	

	EPSY 520A – Supervised Practice in Educational Psychology: Beginning Counseling Practicum (4 hrs fall)

Students who enter the Counseling Psychology Program with a master’s degree in mental health counseling with a clinical internship component do not need to enroll in this course. They should enroll in EPSY 520B.
	
	

	EPSY 520A – Supervised Practice in Educational Psychology: Beginning Counseling Practicum (4 hrs spring)

Students who enter the Counseling Psychology Program with a master’s degree in mental health counseling with a clinical internship component do not need to enroll in this course. They should enroll in EPSY 520B.
	
	

	EPSY 550 – Methods of Educational Inquiry (4 hrs)

This course is only offered in the fall.
	
	

	EPSY 590BH – Special Topics in Counseling Psychology (1 hr, fall year 1)
	
	

	EPSY 590BH – Special Topics in Counseling Psychology (1 hr, spring year 1)
	
	

	EPSY 590BH – Special Topics in Counseling Psychology (1 hr, fall year 2)
	
	

	EPSY 590BH – Special Topics in Counseling Psychology (1 hr, spring year 2)
	
	

	EPSY 590 TBA – Methods of Psychological Assessment in Clinical Practice (4 hrs)

Spring 2026.
	
	

	PSYC 567 – Personality Assessment (4 hrs)

(provides exposure to measurement)
	
	


Statistics (Student must complete one of these series)
	Course Requirements
	Semester/Year
	(

	EPSY 580 – Statistical Inference in Education (4 hrs)
	
	

	EPSY 581 – Applied Regression Analysis (4 hrs)
	
	


OR

	Course Requirements
	Semester/Year
	(

	PSYC 506 – Statistical Methods I (4 hrs)
	
	

	PSYC 507 – Statistical Methods II (4 hrs)
	
	


Research Methodology
	Course Requirements
	Semester/Year
	(

	EPSY 550 – Methods of Educational Inquiry (4 hrs)

This course is required by the College of Education and offered  only in the fall semester. First year students should take this course in the Fall when they enroll.


	
	


Thesis Research or Early Research Project
	Course Requirements
	Semester/Year
	(

	EPSY 599 (2-8 hrs)
	Spring, Fall
	(

	Proposal (Date)
	
	

	Defense (Date)
	
	


DOCTORAL REQUIREMENTS
Discipline-Specific Knowledge Domains (DSK) (Complete one course for each category). 

These requirements are based on the American Psychological Association’s Commission on Accreditation Implementing Regulations, as well as our specific program’s goals and the College of Education. The two major foci of the Implementing Regulations pertain to Discipline-Specific Knowledge and Profession-Wide Competences in Health Service Psychology. Note that students can take these any year in the program. However, introductory courses need to come before advanced courses. Also note, that some of these courses are listed in the master’s requirements section of the planner and some fulfill multiple Knowledge Domains.
History & Systems

	Course Requirements
	Semester/Year
	(

	EPSY 492 – History & Systems of Psychology (4 hrs)
Taught every other year. Next offered fall 2026.
	
	


Biological Aspects of Behavior

	Course Requirements
	Semester/Year
	(

	EPSY 590 BB – Biological Basis or Behavior
Offered online spring 2026
	
	


Social Aspects of Behavior

	Course Requirements
	Semester/Year
	(

	EPSY 405 – Personality & Social Development (4 hrs)
Required
EPSY 430—Early Adolescent Development (4 hrs fall)
Recommended but not required
	
	


Cognitive-Affective Aspects of Behavior

	Course Requirements
	Semester/Year
	(

	EPSY 407 – Adult Learning & Development (4 hrs) 

Offered online summer 2026
	
	


Psychological Measurement
	Course Requirements
	Semester/Year
	(

	PSYC 567 – Personality Assessment (4 hrs)
Offered in person spring 2026 by the Department of Psychology. Dr. Derringer affirmed 7/7/25 she will teach it going forward every spring.
	
	

	EPSY 590 TBA – Methods in Assessment in Clinical Practice
	
	


Techniques of Data Analysis
	Course Requirements
	Semester/Year
	(

	Introductory Statistics Sequence

See Master’s Section for Statistics courses. 
	
	


Human Development

	Course Requirements
	Semester/Year
	(

	EPSY 405 – Personality & Social Development (4 hrs)
EPSY 430 – Early Adolescent Development (4 hrs)
	
	


Dysfunctional Behavior or Psychopathology

	Course Requirements
	Semester/Year
	(

	EPSY 520B – Supervised Practice in Educational Psychology: Advanced Counseling Practicum (4 hrs)
	
	

	EPSY 590A Psychopathology
This course is not required until 2026. It provides an in depth look into psychopathology.
	
	


Professional Standards and Ethics

	Course Requirements
	Semester/Year
	(

	EPSY 510 – ProSem in Counseling Psychology & Ethics (4 hrs)
	
	


Theories and Methods of Assessment and Diagnosis 
	Course Requirements
	Semester/Year
	(

	PSYC 567 – Personality Assessment (4 hrs)
	
	


Effective Intervention

	Course Requirements
	Semester/Year
	(

	Covered by taking EPSY 520B – Supervised Practice in Educational Psychology: Advanced Counseling Practicum (4 hrs)
	
	


Consultation and Supervision

	Course Requirements
	Semester/Year
	(

	Covered by taking EPSY 520B – Supervised Practice in Educational Psychology: Advanced Counseling Practicum (4 hrs)
	
	


Evaluating the Efficacy of Interventions

	Course Requirements
	Semester/Year
	(

	Covered by taking EPSY 520B – Supervised Practice in Educational Psychology: Advanced Counseling Practicum (4 hrs)
	
	


Diversity Course
	Course Requirements
	Semester/Year
	(

	EPSY 515 – Multicultural Counseling: Theory & Research (4 hrs)
	
	


Advanced Analysis (Complete two of the courses listed below) 
Students should consult with their advisor to decide what advanced analysis courses are required for their research area. 
Quantitative Research Area

	Course Requirements
	Semester/Year
	(

	EPSY 574, 575, 577, 578, 579, 582, 584, 585, 586, 587, 588, 589 

PSYC 435, 506, 509

SPED 575, 583 (4 hrs each)
	
	


Qualitative Research Area

	Course Requirements
	Semester/Year
	(

	EPSY 578 – Qualitative Inquiry Methods (4 hrs, offered fall and spring)
Students in qualitative track take this course first.

EPSY 575 – Mixed Methods Inquiry (4 hrs, offered fall and spring)
The department of Educational Policy, Organization and Leadership (EPOL) also offers qualitative research courses. Consult with your advisor.
	
	


Practicum & Internship

	Course Requirements
	Semester/Year
	(

	EPSY 520B – Supervised Practice in Educational Psychology: Advanced Counseling Practicum (4 hrs in the Fall)
	
	

	EPSY 520B – Supervised Practice in Educational Psychology: Advanced Counseling Practicum (4 hrs in the Spring)
	
	

	EPSY 590 AA – Advanced Advanced Counseling Practicum (2-4 credits)

Students who have completed EPSY 520 B and go on to continue with clinical work, must enroll in EPSY 590 AA. 
	
	

	EPSY 590E Internship (With this option, you will need to begin to pay student loans during internship)

OR
GC 599 (With this option, you can delay student loan payment. You must petition for this course)
Domestic students must enroll fall and spring semester. International students must enroll fall, spring, and summer of internship year.
	
	


Dissertation Research

	Course Requirements
	Semester/Year
	(

	EPSY 599 (4-32 hrs)
	
	

	Proposal (date)
	
	

	Defense (date)
	
	


Special Topics in Counseling Psychology

	Course Requirements
	Semester/Year
	(

	EPSY 590BH – Special Topics in Counseling Psychology (1 hr)

Doctoral students are required to enroll in and attend this course each semester. Students are expected to attend this seminar every semester they are on campus, especially on days when students are presenting research.
	
	


Optional Courses
	Course Requirements
	Semester/Year
	(

	EPSY 521 – Group Counseling (4 hrs fall 2025)
	
	

	EPSY 520C – Supervised Practice in Educational Psychology: Supervision 
Not offered 2025-2026
	
	

	EPSY 590A—Psychopathology (4 hrs fall 2025)
	
	

	EPSY 590FT—Family Therapy (4 hrs fall 2025)
	
	

	EPSY 590 AHW –Treatment of Addictions (4 hrs spring 2026)
	
	


Suggested Schedule for First Two Years
This is an outline of courses to take during the first two years. Courses can be moved to different years, but most courses are offered during certain semesters. 

	Semester
	Courses

	First Year Fall
	EPSY 510 – ProSem in Counseling Psychology & Ethics (4 hrs)

	
	EPSY 580 – Statistical Inference in Education (4 hrs)

	
	EPSY 420 – Theories of Psychotherapy (4 hrs)

(or exposure to this material by serving as a Teaching Assistant for EPSY 420)

	
	EPSY 550 – Methods of Educational Inquiry (4 hrs)

	
	EPSY 590BH – Special Topics in Counseling Psychology (1 hr)

	First Year Spring
	EPSY 515 – Multicultural Counseling: Theory & Research (4 hrs)

	
	EPSY 581 – Applied Regression Analysis (4 hrs)

	
	EPSY 419 – Professional Skill Development Workshop in Counseling & Psychotherapy (Counseling Pre-Practicum) (4 hrs)

	
	EPSY 511 – Vocational Psychology Theories & Assessment (4 hrs) 

(or exposure to this material by serving as a Teaching Assistant for EPSY 220)

	
	Psychological Foundations in Educational Psychology (4 hrs):

EPSY 405 

	
	EPSY 590BH – Special Topics in Counseling Psychology (1 hr)

	Summer First or Second Year
	Psychological Foundations Courses in Educational Psychology (4 hrs):

EPSY 407

	Second Year Fall
	EPSY 520A – Supervised Practice in Educational Psychology: Beginning Counseling Practicum (4 hrs). Take EPSYS 520B if coming in with master’s.

	
	Psychological Foundations Courses in Educational Psychology (4 hrs):

EPSY 405, 407, 430 or 

	
	EPSY 590BH – Special Topics in Counseling Psychology (1 hr)

	
	Analysis/Methods Course:
Students should consult with their Research Area Form and advisor to decide what advanced statistics courses are required for their research area. 
Quantitative
EPSY 574, 575, 577, 578, 579, 582, 584, 585, 586, 587, 588, 589 

PSYC 435, 506, 509

SPED 575, 583 (4 hrs each)
Qualitative
EPSY 578 -- Qualitative Methods Inquiry (introductory)
Offered fall 2025 and spring 2026

	Second Year Spring
	PSYC 567 – Personality Assessment (4 hrs)

	
	EPSY 520A – Supervised Practice in Educational Psychology: Beginning Counseling Practicum (4 hrs) Take EPSYS 520B if coming in with master’s.

	
	EPSY 590BH – Special Topics in Counseling Psychology (1 hr)

	
	EPSY 590 TBA – Methods in Assessment in Clinical Practice

	
	Advanced Analysis/Method Course

Students should consult with their Research Area Form and advisor to decide what advanced statistics courses are required for their research area. Quantitative
EPSY 574, 575, 577, 578, 579, 582, 584, 585, 586, 587, 588, 589 

PSYC 435, 506, 509

STAT 426 

SPED 575, 583 (4 hrs each)
Qualitative 
EPSY 575 – Mixed Method Inquiry
Consult with your advisor about qualitative courses in other College of Education departments 
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