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ELCOME TO THE 2017 CoNvOoCATION CEREMONY FOR THE
COLLEGE OF EDUCATION AT THE UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS

Commencement, or Convocation, has its roots eight centuries in the European
past and is based on the ancient practice of beginning life’s work at the end of an
apprenticeship. The robes and caps worn by the faculty and graduating students
at the University of Illinois follow the style of Oxford University in England.

The bachelor’s gown has long pointed sleeves. The master’s gown has long
closed sleeves with square ends and a slit at the elbow for the arm to come
through. The doctoral gown has full, round, open sleeves with three velvet

stripes; it is faced with velvet.

The hood colors and tassels you will see today indicate the wearer’s field of
study. At the University of Illinois, candidates for the bachelor’s degree do not
wear hoods, but the color of their tassel indicates the fields in which they are
receiving their degree. The color for education is light blue. The candidates for
the master’s degrees wear hoods, and the color of their tassel is black. The
candidates for doctoral degrees wear hoods lined with silk in the official orange
and blue colors of the University. The velvet edging of the hood bears the color
of the candidate’s major field. The color of the tassel used by doctoral degree
candidates at the University of Illinois is black.

At the moment the degree is conferred, the graduates move the tassels from

right to left to signify their changed academic status.



ORDER OF EXERCISES

Interpreter provided by the Division of Disability Resources & Educational Services.

PROCESSIONAL

BANNER CARRIER

MARSHALS

DocToRAL

MASTER’S & ADVANCED STUDY

BACCALAUREATE

WELCOME

SINGING OF THE
“STAR-SPANGLED BANNER”

CONVOCATION ADDRESS

REcocgNITION & HOODING OF
DocTOoRAL DEGREE CANDIDATES

PRESENTATION OF OUTSTANDING
STUDENT MEDAL AWARD

READERS

Music by Aduro Brass Quintet

Stephanie Sanders-Smith, Assistant Professor

Curriculum & Instruction

Jennifer Cromley, Associate Professor
Educational Psychology

James Shriner, Associate Professor
Special Education

K. Peter Kuchinke, Professor
Education Policy, Organization & Leadership

Eunjung Grace Oh, Assistant Professor
Education Policy, Organization & Leadership

Maya Israel, Assistant Professor
Special Education

Meghan Burke, Assistant Professor
Special Education

Johnell Bentz, Clinical Associate Professor
Special Education

Barbara Hug, Clinical Associate Professor

Curriculum & Instruction

Christopher Span, Associate Professor
Associate Dean_for Academic Programs

Stephanie Rayl, soprano

James D. Anderson, Interim Dean

Yoon Pak, Professor

Education Policy, Organization & Leadership

Jay Stortzum, C.A.S ‘87

Board Member, Education Alumni Association

Sarah McCarthey, Professor
Curriculum & Instruction

Adrienne Dixson, Associate Professor
Education Policy, Organization & Leadership

DocToRAL RESPONSE

REcoOGNITION OF MASTER’S
DEGREE & ADVANCED
CERTIFICATE CANDIDATES

PRESENTATION OF OUTSTANDING
STUDENT MEDAL AWARD

READERS

MASTER’S & ADVANCED
STUuDpY RESPONSE

RECOGNITION OF BACCALAUREATE
DEGREE CANDIDATES

REcocgNITION OF BRONZE TABLET
& JAMEs ScHOLAR HONORS

PRESENTATION OF OUTSTANDING
STUDENT MEDAL AWARD

READERS

BACCALAUREATE RESPONSE

SINGING OF “HAIL To THE ORANGE”
CLoSING REMARKS

RECESSIONAL

Gabriel “Joey” Merrin
Educational Psychology
Outstanding Student Medal Award Recipient

Denice Hood, Teaching Associate Professor
Education Policy, Organization & Leadership

Jay Stortzum, C.A.S ‘87

Board Member, Education Alumni Association

Mary-alayne Hughes, Clinical Professor
Special Education

Nancy MacGregor, Clinical Assistant Professor

Curriculum & Instruction

Christine Rinkenberger
Special Education
Outstanding Student Medal Award Recipient

Rosa Milagros Santos, Professor
Special Education

Recipients will stand and be recognized

Jay Stortzum, C.A.S ‘87

Board Member, Education Alumni Association

Stacy Dymond, Professor
Special Education

Karla Moéller, Associate Professor

Curriculum & Instruction

Riannon Szofer
Special Education
Outstanding Student Medal Award Recipient

James D. Anderson, Interim Dean

Music by Aduro Brass Quintet



Harr To THE ORANGE

HAIL ToO THE ORANGE,
HAIL TOo THE BLUE,
HaiL ALmMA MATER,

EVER sO TRUE!
WE LOVE NO OTHER
SO LET OUR MOTTO BE

VicToRry, ILLINOIS! VARSITY!

PARTICIPATING FACULTY

S. Kern Alexander
Carolyn Anderson
James D. Anderson
Richard Anderson
Johnell Bentz
Debra Bragg
David Brown
Ruth Nicole Brown
Kristen Bub
Cheryll Bullock
Nick Burbules
Meghan Burke
William Cope
Jennifer Cromley
Pradeep Dhillon
Adrienne Dixson
Mark Dressman
Stacy Dymond
Anne Haas Dyson
Dorothy Espelage
Rebecca Ginsburg

Gloriana Gonzalez
Jennifer Greene

Don Hackmann
Denice Hood
Stafford Hood
Wen-Hao David Huang
Barbara Hug
Mary-alayne Hughes
Anita Hund

Maya Israel

Natasha Jankowski
Patricia Justice

Mary Kalantzis

K. Peter Kuchinke
Cheryl Light Shriner
Adrienne Lo

Sarah Lubienski
Nancy MacGregor
Cris Mayo

Sarah McCarthey

Hedda Meadan-Kaplansky

Emma Mercier
Karla Moller

Lisa Monda-Amaya
Dan Morrow
Eunjung Grace Oh
Michaelene Ostrosky
Yoon Pak

Marilyn Parsons
Michelle Perry
James Rounds

Rosa Milagros Santos
James Shriner
Stephanie Sanders-Smith
Christopher Span
Bob Stake

William Trent
Anjale Welton
Arlette Willis

Allison Witt

Sarah Zehr

David Zola



UNIVERSITY HONORS

BroNzZE TABLET

The University of Illinois recognizes high academic achievement by inscribing on

Bronze Tablets the names of students who have at least a 3.5 cumulative grade point

average through the academic term prior to graduation and rank in the top three

percent of students in their graduating class. The tablets hang in the Main Library.

Anna L. Bolton
Samantha C. Cherry
Olivia Noel Elkins
Sydney B. Lichten
Emily Jean Witek

JAMES ScHOLARS

The College of Education James Scholar Program recognizes the talents of outstanding

students and provides unique learning opportunities to enrich their educational experience.

Cassandra Alpers
Emily Bigott

Amanda Bila

Corey Bilger
Samantha Blumenthal
Angie Cha

Samantha Cherry
Isabel Collazo

Mia Gudecki

Hannah Curtis

Jaime DeRuiter
Abigail Dinges
Lindsay Dufly
Olivia Elkins
Rachel Granzin
Dana Hadley
Christina Japuntich
Jennifer Jozwiak
Mary Madison
Jennifer Mocarski

Kathleen Myers
Victoria Nasatir
Elizabeth Oroni
Jenna Rio
Colleen Ross
Maya Sakakibara
Megan Simpson
Riannon Szofer
Kristina Wagner
Logan Walther

2016-2017 CoLLEGE OF EDUCATION GRADUATES

BACHELOR OF
SCIENCE

CURRICULUM & INSTRUCTION

Early Childhood Education
Diana Balderas
Megan Bordwine
Alyssa Coltun

Lauren Ebersold
Rosa Espino

Dana Hadley

Mary Madison
Katherine Majewski
Jennifer Marin
Madeleine Moustakas
Brittney O’ Grady
Courtney Payne

Michelle Ringo

Elementary Education
Kayla Adams

Paige Annolino
Stephanie Antoniolli
Kathryn Bassett

Sarah Bielec

Emily Bigott

Amanda Bila
Corey Bilger
Nicholle Brown
Taylor Bruno
Angie Cha
Sarah Chae

Joy Chang
Samantha Cherry
Georgia Christus
Sarah Cohen
Mia Cudecki
Hannah Curtis
Nina Delgado
Melanie Demma
Anna Derry
Jaime DeRuiter
Madeline DiVerde
Max Dolinko
Lindsay Duffy
Hailey Eick
Jennifer Flannery
Elizabeth Gallo
Aly Germanos
Rachel Granzin

Laura Hill

Honor Hoffman
Mary Houser

Holly Hughes

Anne Innocentini
Brigette Jankowski
Jennifer Jozwiak
Elizabeth Kiefer
Joah Kim

Adrienne King
Jessica Kocanda
Jennifer Kuk

Molly Kull

Caroline Kumar
Briana Landeros
Kathryn Lawlor
Sydney Lichten
Illyanna Lopez
Danielle Mallett
Shannon Mascarenhas
Mary Kathleen McCarthy
Stephanie McCleary
Kevin McDermott
Lindsey McKeever
Kelly Meckert

Todd Metzger



2016-2017 CoLLEGE OF EDUCATION GRADUATES

Emily Monto
Margaret Murray

Victoria Nasatir

Mary Kathryn Nastali

Hoang Nguyen
Chloe Nissen
Faviola Noriega
Kelly Ouradnik

So Hee Park

Grace Paulson
Madeleine Payne
Lindsey Rakosnik
Jenna Rio

Angel Romo
Colleen Ross
Maya Sakakibara
Abigail Schrantz
Mary Shanahan
Chelsea Smith
Devlyn Smith
Kathryn Speck
Nimrah Tariq
Mikayla Thompson
Morgan Trajkovich

Morgan Tumino
Angela Turner
Luz Maria Vaca
Brenna Wagner
Kristina Wagner
Logan Walther
Christina Wedell
Alexis Wilk
Emily Witek
Morgan Wood
Grant Young
Jiahui Zhang

LEARNING AND
EpucaTiON STUDIES

Taviee Bell

Samantha Blumenthal
Alexander Bonk
Jeremy Davis

Sophia Dearborn
Xiaoyi Huang
Chenxing Jiang
Destinee Johnson
Kailah McGee
Elizabeth Shultz

Alanna Williams
Zainab Yaya
John Zhu

SPECIAL EDUCATION
Cassandra Alpers
Benjamin Appleby
Anna Bolton

Jayna Butler

Isabel Collazo
Brian Cragg
Abigail Dinges
Olivia Elkins
Nancy Farr

Lesley Grove
Amanda Gump
Grace Haberkorn
Christina Japuntich
Juliet Jelley

Rachel Lunkes
Lauren MacDuff
Jennifer Mocarski
Zachary Murphy
Kathleen Myers

2016-2017 CoOLLEGE OF EDUCATION GRADUATES

Justin Odonnell
Elizabeth Oroni
Andrew Puchalski
Connor Rechsteiner
Emma Reinbold
Abbey Rosenberg
Megan Simpson
Libby Staples
Riannon Szofer
Kaylie Talan
Kristin Theisen

Kelley Tonkovich

MASTER OF ARTS

CuUrricULUM & INSTRUCTION
Christina Silliman

Morgan Williams

EpucaTtioN PoLicy,
ORGANIZATION
& LEADERSHIP

Marielisbet Perez

Hyeonah Seo

MASTER OF SCIENCE
Educational Psychology

Shaoyang Guo
Kevin Hoff
Matthew King
Jessamyn Perlus

Allison Steen

SpeciaL EDUCATION

Ankita Bhattashali

MASTER oF EDUCATION

CurricULUM & INSTRUCTION
Kiristen Allen
Shirley Alonzo
Bradley Baum
Mary Biddle
Zachary Boehmke
Emily Chappell
Laura Gifhn
Colleen Gifford
Nathaniel Hall
Catalina Hernandez
Richard Ho
Miche’le Johnson

Melanie Kirkwood
Anas Koshak
Nicholas Linares
Angela Lindquist
Zhengjian Ma
Lissette Magana
Elizabeth Maske
Wendy Maxson
Katie Meadows
Louisa Mitchell
Aileen Moon

Sean Mullahy
Breanne Reinhard
Christine Rinkenberger
Sahid Rosado Lausell
William Rosser
Andrea Scarlett
Brian Schmitt

Brooke Ulrich

Alexandra von Schaumburg

Kristi Weber

Kyli Whittle

Taylor Williams
Kendall Williamson



2016-2017 CoOLLEGE OF EDUCATION GRADUATES

EpucaTtioN Pouicy,
ORGANIZATION
& LEADERSHIP

Timothy Adams
Bryant Alexander
Graham Alexander
Amanda Alsbury
Laverne Anderson
Ryan Anderson
Jana Aukon
Robert Bain
Jillian Baker
Farheen Beg
Yasmine Bennett
Samantha Beresid
Deborah Bielser
Jillian Bourdon
Randie Bricker
Jessica Brown
Katherine Budnick
Elizabeth Buehlman
Kathryn Butler
Angelina Calcagno
Elizabeth Carey
Quandra Clark

Emily Clemons
Christine Creek
Christy Crouch
Elizabeth Curtin
Jamie D’Amico
Merinda Davis
Stacy Dudzinski
Tabitha Dunn
Myriam Duran
Lucia Dvorak
Alexander Dzurick
Jennifer Eggert
Kyle Ellis

Jason Ertz
Denny Esquivel
Dara Fenner
Melissa Fierro
Andrea Fierro
Katelyn Firmand
Haley Forsyth
Alyssa Forsyth
Kyle Freeman
Thomas French

Kadeem Fuller

Matthew Gadbury
Chaddrick Gallaway
Nicki Gerstner
Nadine Gleason
Brittany Gray
Sarah Gray
Michael Greer
Ashley Grilo
Henry Grumet
Evan Hammontree
Justin Hardee
Emily Hart

Sherrie Hildreth
Catherine Hixson
Erik Hodges

Jami Houston

Wei Hua

Anna Iskandarian
Anastasia_Jakubow-Rashtchian
Louise Jett

Tyler Johns
Kytrina Johnson
Kimberly Johnston

Dominique Jones

2016-2017 CoLLEGE OF EDUCATION GRADUATES

Andrea Jordan
Emily Kaffel
Barbara Karrel
Kristina Keyes
Nina Koruna
Bailey Kramp
Dana Krolikiewicz
Elaina Kutz
Jessica Labon
Ronald Lavaire
Khalid Lewis
Yi-Chen Lin
Cindy Lopez
Ronnie Lopezcepero
Rosalia Lugo
Rachel Lundstrom
Marissa Lynch
Jacob MacGregor
Lyndsey Mackenzie
Thomas Magers
Caritza Mariani
Christine Martin
Elizabeth Mason

Stephanie Matook

Rebekah McFarland
Julianna McGinnity
Neil McHugh
Timothy McIlvain
Nathan McKee
Langston McKinzie
Priscilla Mendez
Kaeman Mitchell
Christina Molitor
Jody Munsterman
Christine Munz
Mallory Nasatir
Brandi Neal

Brian Nierman
Joseph O’Malley
Bogdan Oprica
Alison Ostrom
Ashley Packer

Ellen Pape

Susan Park

Celeste Parrott
Carlton Petty

Tobi Pfenninger
Ashley Phillips

Gimel President
William Priestley
Brittany Puffenberger
Kristal Raheem
Christina Ray
Shakeesha Reid
Lorence Reid
Becky Richards
Julie Richards
Rachel Riley
Jacqueline Rodriguez
Lisa Rogers
Jennifer Rose
Steven Ross
Lindsay Rubach
Aaron Scarlett
Kristen Schertz
Joshua Schiff
Justin Seno
Amanda Sharp
Meng-Fan Shih
Shaniqua Sibley
Cameron Skelding

Theresa Steiner



2016-2017 CoLLEGE OF EDUCATION GRADUATES

Carley Tarantino
Michael Thorne
Robby Toledano
Elizabeth Toussaint
Ryan Virden

Grace Ward

Larry Washington
Jennifer Weitekamp
Anthony Williams
Robert Wilson
Shih-Jui Yang

Seth Yoder

Tseleq Yusef

Aiyu Zhang

EbpucaTtioNAL PsYCHOLOGY
Matthew Graden

Lisa Nepi

Silky Sharma

SpEcIAL EDUCATION
Alyssa Anderson
Sarah Bubash

Michael Connor

Rebecca Hacker

Heather Johnson

Eun Ji Kim
Edwin Lim
Nicole Little
Emily Malouf
Braelan Martin
Laura McGrath
Hope Miller
Kaetlin Romberg
Nicole Sayer
Valeriya Slutskaya
Kristen Tully

CERTIFICATE OF
ADVANCED STUDY

CurricuLUM & INSTRUGTION

Jamila Appleby

EpucaTtioN PoLicy,
ORGANIZATION
& LEADERSHIP

Patrick Chambers
Michael Chen

Matthew Foster

Ghassan Ibrahim
Ricardo Macias Carrasco

Amanda Moore

DocTtor orF EpucAaTIiON
CURRICULUM & INSTRUCTION

Scott Filkins

Darin Henigman

EpucaTtioN PoLicy,
ORGANIZATION
& LEADERSHIP

Samuel Bentsen

Brian Brauer

Carmen Bioiosa

Dana Irohning Kinley
Trisha Kocanda

Daniel Krause

Kelly Sharkey O’Malley
Scott Woods

DocTor oF PHILOSOPHY
CURRICULUM & INSTRUCTION

Daniel Johnson Mardones
Alexis Jones
Stacey Korson

Jay Mann

EpucaTtion PoLicy,
ORGANIZATION & LEADERSHIP

Chanee Anderson

Xiuying Cai

2016-2017 CoLLEGE OF EDUCATION GRADUATES

Daniel Collier
Randi Congleton
Joseph Cross
Yolonda Davis
Adam Fein
Heather Fox

Asia Fuller-Hamilton
Xavier Hernandez
Alisha Johnson
Priya La Londe
Jin Lee

Da Ye Lee

Desiree McMillion
Eugene Moore
Rafigah Mustafaa
Rebecca Parrott
Mauricio Pino Yancovic
Nathan Raybeck
David Requa
Delmar Rhodes
Brenda Sanya
Gaeun Seo
Angela Slates
Beverly Smith
Elizabeth Spark

Hannah Tomlin

Mumtaz Vauhkonen
Julian Williams

Kevin Zayed

EpucartioNAL PsycHOLOGY
Jeanne Brunner
Michelle Flores
Gabriela Garcia
Hyeon-Ah Kang
Hyojin Kim

Handrea Logis
Gabriel “Joey” Merrin
Youngshil Paek
Tamilia Reed

Maria Valgoi

Shuai Wang

Junli Wei

SpECIAL EDUCATION
Sarah Ballard

Jamie Pearson

Alicia Pence
Melinda Snodgrass
Jenna Weglarz-Ward



CELEBRATING THE SESQUICENTENN IS AT URBANA-CHAMPAIGN

land grant institution established in 1867,
the University of Illinois has a long record
of commitment to public engagement and to
the discovery and application of knowledge.

In 2017 we mark the sesquicentennial anniversary of the

University of Illinois. During the past 150 years, our faculty,
staff, students, and alumni have transformed the social and

economic landscape of our world. As a leading institution of

higher learning, we will continue to expand our global presence

through supporting public policies that address the grand

challenges of a global society, lead advancements in information

and medical technology, and catalyze economic development. A
fifteen-month celebration will highlight the accomplishments of
our university and the ambitious vision we have for the future.

Please join us in celebrating and embracing the University of

Illinois’ past as we continue to shape the future through teaching,

research, and public engagement.

To THY HAPPY CHILDREN
OF THE FUTURE
THOSE OF THE PAST
SEND GREETINGS

SHAPING THE FUTURE SINCE 1867
The Alma Mater sculpture was first unveiled by 150.ILLINOIS.EDU

University of Illinois artist Lorado Taft in 1929. i






