Department of Special Education

University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign
Service Obligation Agreement

for IDEA Scholarship Assistance

 Doctoral Students Receiving Financial Assistance From IDEA Leadership Personnel Grants

CFDA 84.325D
Preparing Leaders for Access by Design (PLAD)

This agreement is between the student named below (hereinafter “I”, “student”, or “scholar”) and the Department of Special Education of the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign (UIUC). The student is to be a recipient of a scholarship grant awarded by UIUC under section 662 (h) of the Individuals with Disabilities Education; Improvement Act (IDEA) of 2004 (“the Program”) and the Additional Requirements section of the Application for CFDA 84.325D. As an express condition for the receipt of these funds and participation in the program, the student agrees to the following:
A. Eligibility for Financial Assistance
In order to receive IDEA financial assistance I understand I must meet all of the following requirements: 

1. Admission Requirements. I understand I must meet the minimum admission requirements for acceptance into the program. This includes a minimum requirement of a 3.0 Grade Point Average (GPA) on a 4.0 scale for the last sixty semester hours of undergraduate study, as well as meeting the other admissions requirements set forth by the UIUC Graduate College.

2. Enrollment. I must be enrolled in a course of study at UIUC in the Department of Special Education, leading to a degree, license, endorsement or certification related to special education, related services, or early intervention services (“Course of Study”). Note: Grant-supported scholarships should not be provided to students preparing to become regular education personnel as these students will not be able to meet the service obligation requirements under section 662(h) of the IDEA.
3. US Citizenship/Residency. I must satisfy the requirements for US citizenship or residency (34 CFR § 75.60, 75.61. and 75.62 before receiving financial assistance. 

4. Conflict with Other Sources of Financial Assistance. I am prohibited from accepting educational assistance from other entities if doing so would conflict with my IDEA scholarship obligations. 
5. Limit on IDEA Financial Assistance. The amount of IDEA financial assistance I am granted is limited to no more than the amount by which my cost of attendance at UIUC exceeds the amount of grant assistance I receive for the same academic year under Title IV of the Higher Education Act. I give my consent for a representative of the UIUC Department of Special Education to request any information from the University’s Office of Student Financial Aid including the amount of grant assistance under Title IV, HEA I am receiving.
6. Certification of Eligibility for Federal Assistance. I must complete Certification of Eligibility for Federal Assistance in Certain Programs (ED form #80-0016). The complete form is attached to this agreement.
7. Satisfactory Academic Progress. I must maintain satisfactory progress in the Course of Study as determined by the UIUC Department of Special Education and the UIUC Graduate College in order to continue receiving IDEA financial assistance. I understand that failure to maintain a GPA of 3.0 and meet all requirements of the doctoral program will make me subject to dismissal from the Program. Once I am dismissed from the Program, I understand that I will be liable for monetary repayment of scholarship assistance received up until that point in the program, if I do not have the necessary credentials to work as a special education teacher or related service or early intervention provider, and thereby fulfill my Service Obligation. 

B. Service Obligation 
For financial assistance received from this project, I agree to subsequently engage in employment in special education, or repay all or part of the amount of the scholarship, in accordance with section 662(h)(1) of the IDEA and the Additional Requirements section of the Application for CFDA 84.325D. Such employment must meet the requirements of section 662 of the IDEA and must be: 

1. For the provision of special education or related services to children with disabilities or early intervention services to infants and toddlers with disabilities;
2.  For a period of at least two (2) years for every academic year (full-time equivalent) that I received scholarship assistance; 
3. On a full-time or full-time equivalent basis;
4. Provided in a position where the majority of persons I serve are receiving special education, related services, or early intervention services or provided in a position where I spend a majority of my time providing special education or related services to children with disabilities or early intervention services to infants and toddlers with disabilities;
5. If the position is supervisory, including principals, I will spend the majority of my time employed in a position providing special education or related services to children with disabilities or early intervention services to infants and toddlers with disabilities or supervising others on issues directly related to special education or related services to children with disabilities or early intervention services to infants and toddlers with disabilities;
6. If the position is postsecondary faculty, I will spend the majority of my time preparing special education teachers and related services personnel to provide services to improve results for children with disabilities, including early intervention, educational, and transitional services. 
7. If the position is in research, I will spend the majority of my time performing research that focuses on improving results for children with disabilities, including early intervention, educational, and transitional services. 
I agree to complete the Service Obligation within the sum of the number of years of service required plus three (3) additional years after the date I complete the Course of Study for which the scholarship was awarded.

If the work is part time, the scholar must accumulate enough part time work on a full-time equivalent basis within the pay back period. For example, a scholar who received two years of financial assistance has a four year Service Obligation. Working full time for two years, and half time for four would mean the four-year Service Obligation is paid back in seven years, (the sum of the number of years required plus three). I understand what constitutes “full time employment” will be determined by my future employer or the agencies I serve. 
C. Cash Repayment Option
I may choose to satisfy my Service Obligation by paying the federal government back for the financial assistance I receive under the IDEA. If I do not meet the Service Obligation under this agreement, I will repay to the United States Secretary of Education the amount of scholarship assistance I received that is proportional to the Service Obligation not completed. These amounts shall be paid with accrued interest and any collection fees that may be applied in accordance with 31 U.S.C. 3717. I am responsible for informing the Department of Special Education and the Secretary of Education when I discontinue enrollment in the Course of Study or plan not to fulfill the Service Obligation agreement.

Note: Financial assistance to a scholar for training under the program includes all disbursements or credits for tuition, fees, student stipends, books, and travel in conjunction with training assignments.

Note: The U.S. Secretary of Education, upon receipt of sufficient evidence to substantiate the grounds, may make exceptions or deferrals of the repayment requirement. The student should apply for exception or deferral on the date when they inform the Department of Special Education or the Secretary that they will discontinue enrollment in the Course of Study or plan not to fulfill the Service Obligation agreement.
D. Exit Agreement
Upon completion of the Course of Study, I shall sign a written certification before leaving UIUC that identifies:

1. The number of years I must work to satisfy the Service Obligation;
2. The total amount of scholarship assistance I received that is subject to the work-or-repay provisions of this agreement;
3. The time period during which I must complete the Service Obligation; and
4. The information, as determined necessary by the UIUC Department of Special Education, that I must provide at least annually so that the UIUC Department of Special Education can determine my progress in meeting the Service Obligation under this agreement. Among the information to be requested will be my social security number, address, telephone number, and e-mail during the period of the Service Obligation; type and location of employment position; and the name of a contact person for my employer during the Service Obligation period.
5. Within 60 days after exiting the program, and as necessary thereafter for any changes, Provide the U.S. Department of Education all information the Secretary needs to monitor the scholar’s service obligation, including social security number, address, employment setting, and employment status, via U.S. mail at the following address:
Office of Special Education Programs

Research to Practice Division

Service Obligation Coordinator

400 Maryland Avenue, S.W.

Potomac Center Plaza

Washington, DC 20202-2600
E.  Scholarship Information to Be Completed by UIUC Department of Special Education
Grant #:         H325D050066
Project Director:   Adelle Renzaglia, Ph.D.


Academic Year:    Fall 2006- Summer 2007
I have read and understood the requirements of accepting any scholarship assistance (including traineeship stipends, tuition waivers, research or conference travel support) under the IDEA and provided the information requested of me in this Agreement to the Project Director (or designee), and agree to the requirements outlined above as a condition for accepting scholarship funds.
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties have executed this Agreement on the day and year set forth below: 

Student Name: _________________________________
Student Signature: ______________________________
Address: ______________________________________
 _____________________________________________
Date: _________________________________________
Name and Address of Parents or Other Party who will always have 
An Address for you ______________________________________________________________________________
UIUC Department of Special Education Representative
_________________________________









Signature


______________________________




    Date

[image: image1.png]



Certification of eligibility for federal assistance in certain programs
I understand that 34 CFR 75.60, 75.61, and 75.62 require that I make specific certifications of eligibility to the U.S. Department of Education (ED) as a condition of applying for Federal funds in certain programs and that these requirements are in addition to any other eligibility requirements that ED imposes under program regulations.  Under 34 CFR 75.60 – 75.62:

I. I certify that:

A. I do not owe a debt, or I am current in repaying a debt, or I am not in default (as that term is used at 34 CFR Part 668) on a debt:

1. To the Federal Government under a nonprocurement transaction (e.g., a previous loan, scholarship, grant, or cooperative agreement); or

2. For a fellowship, scholarship, stipend, discretionary grant, or loan in any program of ED that is subject to 34 CFR 75.60, 75.61, and 75.62, including: 
· Federal Pell Grant Program (20 U.S.C. 1070a, et seq.);
· Federal Supplemental Educational Opportunity Grant (SEOG) Program (20 U.S.C. 1070(b), et seq.):
· State Student Incentive Grant Program (SSIG) 20 U.S.C. 1070c, et seq.);
· Federal Perkins Loan Program (20 U.S.C. 1087aa, et seq.);
· Income Contingent Direct Loan Demonstration Project (20 U.S.C. 1087a, note);
· Federal Stafford Loan Program, Federal Supplemental Loans for Students [SLS], Federal PLUS, or Federal Consolidation Loan Program (20 U.S.C. 1071, et seq.);
· William D. Ford Federal Direct Loan Program (20 U.S.C. 1087a, et. seq.);
· Cuban Student Loan Program (20 U.S.C. 2601, et seq.);
· Robert C. Byrd Honors Scholarship Program (20 U.S.C. 1070d-31, et seq.);
· Jacob K. Javits Fellows Program (20 U.S.C. 1134h-1134l);
· Patricia Roberts Harris Fellowship Program (20 U.S.C. 1134d-1134g);
· Christa McAuliffe Fellowship Program (20 U.S.C. 1105-1105i);
· Bilingual Education Fellowship Program (20 U.S.C. 3221-3262);
· Rehabilitation Long-Term Training Program (29 U.S.C. 774(b));
· Paul Douglas Teacher Scholarship Program (20 U.S.C. 1104, et seq.);
· Law Enforcement Education Program (42 U.S.C. 3775);
· Indian Fellowship Program (29 U.S.C. 774(b));
· Teacher Quality Enhancement Grants Program (20 U.S.C. 1021, et seq.);
OR

B. I have made arrangements satisfactory to ED to repay a debt as described in A.1. or A.2. (above) on which I had not been current in repaying or on which I was in default (as that term is used in 34 CFR Part 668).

II. I certify also that I have not been declared by a judge, as a condition of sentencing under section 5301 of the Anti-Drug Abuse Act of 1988 (21 U.S.C. 862), ineligible to receive Federal assistance for the period of this requested funding.

I understand that providing a false certification to any of the statements above makes me liable for repayment to ED for funds received on the basis of this certification, for civil penalties, and for criminal prosecution under 18 U.S.C. 1001.

____________________________________________ 
____________________________________                                                                                                                         
                           (signature)                                                                                      

 (Date)

____________________________________________

  
(typed or printed name)
Name or number of ED program under which this certification is being made: _____________________________  

ED 80-0016 (Revised 2/01)
